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The International Criminal Court
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n “Crimes against international law are committed by men, not 
by abstract entities, and only by punishing individuals who 
commit such crimes can the provisions of international law be 
enforced.” 

n International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg (1946)
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International criminal justice
n A very brief history

n First World War
n A trial of the German Kaiser

n Second World War 
n Justice at Nuremberg and Tokyo

n Genocide Convention (1948), Geneva Conventions (1949)
n International Criminal Justice in the 1990s/2000s

n Ad hoc Tribunals for Rwanda and the Former Yugoslavia
n International Criminal Court
n Special Court for Sierra Leone, Extraordinary Chambers in 

the Courts of Cambodia, Special Tribunal for Lebanon
n Convention on Crimes Against Humanity
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The International Criminal Court
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Judges of the International Criminal Court
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The International Criminal Court

n “A permanent court is needed for 
permanent deterrence” and “to bring a 
greater sense of justice to innocent 
victims of massive crimes who seek to 
live in peace and human dignity”

n “I wish to highlight the compelling need 
for us to monitor and critique International 
Criminal Court practice”. 

14



6/9/26

8

n https://www.universityofgalway.ie/human_rights/
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