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REFLECTIONS OF A PALESTINIAN HUMAN RIGHTS
DEFENDER

Q hawan Jabarin is a human rights defender who has been a vestigates possible violations of human rights by both Israeli and

U leading human rights advocate in the Occupied Palestinian Palestinian authorities. The organisation is affiliated with the Interna-
Territory since 1987. In 2006, Mr. Jabarin became the General Di- tional Commission of Jurists in Geneva and works closely with non-
rector of Al Haa, which is an independent, Palestinian non- governmental organisations across the national divide within Israel
governmental organisation based in Ramallah, West Bank. The or- and the Occupied Territories, as well as internationally. Al Hag under
the leadership of Mr Jabarin was recently jointly awarded the
Geuzen Medal with B'Tselem. Both organisations previously
won the Carter-Menil Human Rights Prize in 1989. Mr Jabarin
was personally awarded the distinguished graduate award
from the Irish Centre for Human Rights, National University of
Ireland in November 2010. Mr. Jabarin did the LLM pro-
gramme in international human rights law at the Irish Centre
. for Human Rights (2004-2005), supported by a grant from the
Department of Foreign Affairs through the Irish Aid Pro-
gramme. During the afternoon talk on October 14, Mr. Jabarin
il spoke about what life was like for ordinary Palestinians under
occupation and how the Israel government have not fulfilled
many of its basic obligations under international law as an
occupying power. Despite the persistence of an apartheid-like
system, and the lack of political will in the international arena
to affect change, Mr. Jabarin remains positive, insisting that
raising awareness in civil society can impact on governments
and that the current situation is unsustainable into the future.
“No justice without human rights, no peace without justice.
The future is for justice,” he asserted. There was a huge turn-
ganisation was founded in 1979 by Palestinian lawyers and is the out at the Centre for Mr. Jabarin’s presentation, including two local
oldest human rights organisation in the Middle East. Through its politicians, evidence of the keen interest and affinity that we share
field workers, who work across the West Bank and Gaza, Al Haq in- w i t h ]
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NEW HEAD OF LAW SCHOOL APPOINTED

S
Y

he Irish Centre for Human Rights welcomes the appointment
of Professor Donncha O’Connell as the new Head of the
School of Law at NUI Galway having recently been appointed to an
Established Chair in Law. Professor O’Connell is also a part-time
Commissioner of the Law Reform Commission, the statutory body

2013 SAKHAROV PRIZE DEBATE

n conjunction with the European Parliament Office in Ireland,

the Irish Centre for Human Rights held a meeting on the eve-
ning of Wednesday 2 October to debate the 2013 Sakharov Prize
for Freedom of Thought, and thus to draw attention to the individ-
ual human rights issues advocated by each nominee. This was the
fourth successive year in which the Irish Centre for Human Rights
has hosted such a debate. As part of the event, each of the prize
nominees was represented by BA, LLM or PHD students from the
Irish Centre for Human Rights,
who gave short presentations,
arguing the case for the award to
be given to "their" nominee. The
Sakharov Prize nominees were
represented by the following stu-
dents: Malala Yousafzai - presen-
tation by Fiona Duignan (LLM);
Eadaoin Donnelly-White (1BHR1);
and Laura O’Donnell (1BHR1);
Edward Snowden - presentation
by Danica Finger (LLM); Reeyot
Alemu and Eskinder Nega - pres-
entation by Anna Clements (LLM);
Ales Bialatski, Eduard Lobau and
Mykola Statkevich - presentation
by Sadhbh O’Malley (1BHR1) and |
Aoife O’Donoghue (1BHR1); Mik-
hail Khodorkovsky - presentation by Aishling Heffernan (1BHR1)
and Sophie Fitzpatrick (1BHR1); "Standing Man" protesters - pres-
entation by Rachel Sweeney (2BHR1); The CNN Freedom Project:

and Laura O’Donnell

Debate winners: Fiona Duignan, Eadaoin Donnelly-White

charged with advising the government on law reform proposals,
and a member of the Legal Aid Board. In 1999 Professor O’Con-
nell was appointed as the first full-time Director of the Irish Coun-
cil for Civil Liberties (ICCL), an NGO founded in 1976 by Kader
Asmal and Mary Robinson. In 2002 Donncha resigned as Director
of the ICCL and returned to the Law School at NUI Galway. The
same year he was appointed as the Irish member of the EU Net-
work of Independent Experts on Fundamental Rights established
by the European Commission on foot of a recommendation by the
European Parliament LIBE Committee. Professor O’Connell edits
the Irish Human Rights Law Review, published biennially by Clarus
Press. He was a member of the Board of Directors of the London-
based NGO, INTERIGHTS from 2009-2012 and has been a mem-
ber of the National Council of the Free Legal Advice Centres
(FLAC), the National Executive Committee of Amnesty International
- Ireland, and the Advisory Board of the Public Interest Law Alli-
ance (PILA), a project of FLAC. Since 2006 Professor O’Connell
has played an active part on the Board of Directors of the interna-
tionally-acclaimed, Galway-based, Druid Theatre Company. He is
also a trustee of Counterpoint Arts based in Dublin and London.

Ending Modern-Day Slavery - presentation by Laura Ryan (3BHR1)
and Aoife Staunton (3BHR1). Following the presentations, the floor
was opened for debate among the attending students, with discus-
sion on the merits of specific nominees and on the criteria for their
selection. After the debate, Malala Yousafzai won the popular vote
and was recommended for the 2013 Sakharov Prize.

The event organisers were Dr Karen Da Costa and Dr Noelle Hig-
gins of the Irish Centre for Human Rights in conjunction with Fran-
e cis Jacobs of the European Parliament
Information Office in Ireland. Students
were informed of the timetable for the
2013 Sakharov Prize, and the result of
the debate was transmitted to MEPs,
including Irish MEPs and to the Euro-
pean Parliament Subcommittee on
Human Rights and the Parliament’s
Human Rights Unit. Malala Yousofzai
went on to win the prize at the Euro-
pean Parliament and Martin Schulz,
President of the European Parliament
acknowledged her incredible strength:
“Malala bravely stands for the right of
all children to be granted a fair educa-
tion. This right for girls is far too com-
: e monly neglected. Malala has coura-
geously recovered from a Taliban attack and now eloquently advo-
cates through the world for this fundamental and just cause. Let
us not forget that Malala is still threatened in Pakistan."
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STAFF NEWS & ACTIVITIES

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR
YAHYAOUI KRIVENKO ON
SECURING MARIE CURIE

AWARD

ENDING REPRISALS AGAINST HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS

ttacks and reprisals against people who cooperate with the

UN remain widespread. According to the UN Secretary-
General’s report to the 24th session of the UN Human Rights
Council, cases of intimidation and reprisals range from smear
campaigns to arbitrary arrest, detention and even torture. To
draw attention to the worsening situation, a High Level Panel was
convened at the UN in Geneva on 10 September 2013. Professor
Michael O’Flaherty, Director of the Irish Centre for Human Rights
was one of the keynote speakers. Other panel members in-
cluded: Flavia Pansieri, Deputy High Commissioner for Human
Rights; Maryam Al-Khawaja, Bahrain Center for Human Rights
and Co-Director of the Gulf Center for Human Rights and Made-
leine Sinclair, Legal Counsel with the International Service for
Human Rights and author of a new report on addressing reprisals
for engaging with the UN. During the interactive panel, which was
streamed online, a report was launched which reminded states
of their responsibility “to respect human rights and to protect
those who advocate for fundamental rights” and furthermore, if
they fail to do so “the United Nations has to stand up and speak
out.” The panel discussed some of the concrete actions which
States and the Council could take to protect those who cooper-
ate with the UN human rights system. The report added detail on
the role of national law and policy in combating reprisals.

r Ekaterina Yahyaoui Krivenko, Lecturer at the Irish Centre for

Human Rights and current LLM Programme Director, has been
awarded a prestigious Marie Curie Career Integration Grant (CIG)
amounting to €75,000 from the Research Executive Agency of the EU
(7th Framework Programme) to fund her research for the next three
years. The Integration Grants assist experienced researchers in inte-
grating themselves in the EU with their own research budget. Dr Ya-
hyaoui Krivenko will examine the relationship between human rights
and international constitutionalism in its theoretical and practical di-
mensions. The project combines methodological approaches from phi-
losophy, sociology and law to develop a deeper understanding of hu-
man rights as constitutional guarantees placing constraints on the
exercise of power at the international level.

Auayel4,0 19eYdI Joid

Dr Ekaterina Yahyaoui Krivenko

A HUMAN RIGHT TO CULTURE?
DERRY/LONDONDERRY

n his capacity as Chief Commission of the Northern Ireland Hu-

man Rights Commission, Professor O’Flaherty convened a major
international event on Human Rights and Culture from 1 to 3 July
2013 as part of Derry/Londonderry City of Culture 2013. The Derry
event gathered a panel of international experts on the human right
to culture, including the UN Special Rapporteur on the topic, Farida
Shaheed.The event focused on the challenges post-conflict societies
face in protecting and promoting the right to culture. Such themes
were discussed as how to teach history and memorialise the past.
Speakers also explored the role of art and culture in promoting rec-
onciliation. During their stay in Derry/Londonderry the experts

adopted a set of recommendations that will be tabled at the United
Nations in 2014. Of the event, Professor O'Flaherty stated: “Derry/
Londonderry City of Culture is providing an opportunity for us all to
recall how fundamental questions of culture are to our personal and
shared identities. It is by knowing and celebrating who we are and
where we have come from and by cherishing the diversity of those
histories and stories that we ensure a strong thriving community.
That is why culture is considered a legally binding human right.”
There is a short video of the first (public) day of the event at: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=72-Cp6¢cFHQc.



http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/CulturalRights/Pages/FaridaShaheed.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/CulturalRights/Pages/FaridaShaheed.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72-Cp6cFHQc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72-Cp6cFHQc

EU-CHINA HUMAN RIGHTS
PROJECT

PREVENTING ABUSE AND NEGLECT OF OLDER PERSONS IN EUROPE



http://www.europe.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/AbuseandNeglectofOlderPersons.aspx

PROFESSOR RAY MURPHY

Prof Murphy at the High Judicial Institute, Tripoli, Libya where he worked with the NGO, No Peace
Without Justice, to provide training on transitional justice and international criminal law to
prosecutors, defence lawyers and members of the judiciary in Libya. Prof Murphy also met with
civil society groups and the Libyan Human Rights Council during the trip.

UN TREATY BODY STRENGTHENING PROCESS ROUNDTABLE



http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/HRTD/docs/HCReportTBStrengthening.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/HRTD/docs/HCReportTBStrengthening.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/HRTD/docs/DublinII_Outcome_Document.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/HRTD/docs/DublinII_Outcome_Document.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/HRTD/docs/DublinII_Outcome_Document.pdf

HEART PROJECT MEETING IN SERBIA

VIENNA+20



http://www.humanrightsteaching.org
http://www.cilsrbija.org

PROFESSOR MICHAEL O'FLAHERTY

ICHR CONFERENCES,TALKS & SEMINARS

COLOMBIAN REFUGEES IN ECUADOR - A FIELD
EXPERIENCE

REFUGEE LAW CLINIC -
PRACTITIONERS’ SEMINARS



http://www.newstalk.ie/Living-In-Limbo:-Los-Desplazados-En-Colombia-Y-Venezuela
http://www.newstalk.ie/Living-In-Limbo:-Los-Desplazados-En-Colombia-Y-Venezuela
http://www.newstalk.ie/Living-In-Limbo:-Los-Desplazados-En-Colombia-Y-Venezuela
https://itunes.apple.com/ie/podcast/different-voices/id360131233
https://itunes.apple.com/ie/podcast/different-voices/id360131233

LUNCHTIME SEMINAR SERIES

“SEVERE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
AND WHAT THEY CAN TELL US ABOUT THE

(NON)OBJECTIVITY OF MORALITY”

32114 esin-suen

“YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN
SILENT: MIRANDA AND ITS

INTERNATIONAL COUNTERPARTS”
“LIBYA - IMPRESSIONS OF A STATE IN

TRANSITION”

SUMMER SCHOOLS

HUMAN RIGHTS, MIGRATION AND GLOBALIZATION



https://www.facebook.com/HumanRightsMigrationAndGlobalizationSummerSchool
https://www.facebook.com/HumanRightsMigrationAndGlobalizationSummerSchool
https://www.facebook.com/HumanRightsMigrationAndGlobalizationSummerSchool
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CINEMA, HUMAN RIGHTS & ADVOCACY SUMMER SCHOOL 2013

rom June 27 to July 6, the Huston School of Film & Digital Advocacy (CHRA) in Galway. The CHRA summer school took place

Media and the Irish Centre for Human Rights successfully in the seminar room of the Huston School of Film & Digital Media,
hosted the 4th Summer School in Cinema, Human Rights and and reflected upon the use of film and video advocacy as an in-
strument for enhancing human rights awareness
on critical social, political and environmental is-
sues, and to influence change. This year, fifteen
students and professionals from Jordan, India,
Hong Kong, Myanmar, Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, USA,
UK, Ireland, Denmark, and Australia joined to-
gether for the ten-day training course, where ideas
and projects were developed and challenged by
internationally acclaimed experts in film, television
and human rights. During the course of the school
participants were given the opportunity to screen
their current or past documentaries and discuss
them with their fellow participants. The program
included the possibility for participants to assist
films screenings at Films That Matter, a three-day
human rights film event organized in collaboration
with Amnesty International Ireland and Galway One
World Centre. The screened films touched on the
issues of freedom of expression, refugee protec-
tion, and LGBT rights. The CHRA Summer School
started in 2005 in Venice, Italy and since 2010 it
has received the support of the Open Society Foun-
dations (OSF). This year, three participants re-
ceived a full scholarship to attend the summer
school in Galway.

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT
SUMMER SCHOOL

his year’s annual Summer School on the Interna-

tional Criminal Court (ICC) took place from June
17th to 21st at the National University of Ireland, Gal-
way. The keynote speaker was Professor William Scha-
bas, who set the tone for a successful week. Other
speakers included: Professor Ray Murphy and Dr. Noelle
Higgins of the Irish Centre for Human Rights; Professor
Siobhan Mullally of University College Cork; Mr John
McManus of the Canadian Department of Justice; Dr. g
Nadia Bernaz and Professor Don Ferencz of Middlesex
University; Professor Megan Fairlie of Florida Interna-
tional University; and Dr. Mohamed Elewa Badar of J
Brunel University. Lectures were also given by profession-
als based at the ICC: Dr. Fabricio Guariglia, Dr. Mohamed
El Zeidy and Dr. Rod Rastan. Sixty-five individuals regis-
tered for the summer school, travelling to Galway from all &
over the world, including the Lebanon, Nepal, India, [
South Korea and the United States. Aside from the infor-
mative lectures on the workings of the court and related
issues, this year’'s ICC Summer School included a one [
day field trip to the Aran Islands and the launch of Dr. &5
Mohamed Elewa Badar’s recently published book, The Concept of
Mens Rea in International Criminal Law. The summer school fin-
ished with a lively moot court session held in the Galway Court-
house, followed by a closing dinner in Galway City. Details of our
2014 ICC Summer School will be published later in the year.




Participants of the New
England Law Summer School
which was hosted by the Irish
Centre for Human Rights
during June and July. With the
students are Prof Ray Murphy,
Prof Phil Hamilton and Prof
Katya Lewinbuk

Jackson School of International Studies, University of Washington Summer Visit to Galway




ALUMNI NEWS

Professor Gerard Quinn, Professor Ray Murphy, Dr Ciara Staunton, Professor Laurent Pech and
Professor Roger Brownsword after Dr Staunton successfully defended her

PhD thesis, “The Regulation of Stem Cell Research in Ireland”, on 24 June 2013.

JAMEEN KAUR



http://www.hrln.org/
http://www.rhm-elsevier.com/article/S0968-8080(12)39604-3/fulltext
http://campaigns.amnesty.org/campaigns/demand-dignity

RASMUS SOELBERG

“l am currently working in my own law firm in Copenhagen, Denmark, with an emphasis
on criminal defence cases. | have all sorts of cases but | try to focus on terrorism and
other crimes that have an international element. Here my LL.M. from the Irish Center of
Human Rights in International Human Rights Law is very useful (I graduated in Novem-
ber 2011). The terror laws of the world vary according to the jurisdiction, but they are all
made under the same UN legal framework, which | learned a lot about during my year in
Galway. Furthermore, the legal English | learned helps me immensely with the increas-

ing number of English speaking clients | receive.”

TAMER SOLIMAN

“l joined the Irish Center for Human Rights in
2005, participating in the LLM programme in
international human rights law. | wrote my
thesis under the supervision of Professor Ray
Murphy. Currently I'm working as a Human
Rights Officer with the United Nation Mission
in South Sudan, and my work directly relates
to subjects we examined in the LLM pro-
gramme. In the Kuajok Warrap state of South Sudan | assist in

DR KHADEIJA E. MAHGOUB

“l am an Assistant Professor of Interna-
tional Law at the Faculty of Law, University
of Khartoum, Sudan. Part of my academic
responsibilities includes delivering of un-
dergraduate and postgraduate courses on
International Human Rights Law; and Inter-
national Human Rights Law and Islamic
Law. | am a member of a committee for the
establishing of a new centre for human
rights at the Faculty of Law, University of
Khartoum. We are being sponsored by the British embassy in Khar-
toum and we are also working in collaboration with the Human
Rights Centre, University of Nottingham. The centre is expected to
be the first of its kind in Sudan.

| am also trying to play a role in widening the knowledge on chil-
dren’s rights in Sudan and in improving the perception and practice
of human rights in the country with special focus on children’s
rights. For this purpose, | have published five weekly articles on a
popular local newspaper advocating for the better realization of

children’s rights in Sudan. | was also interviewed on the national

http://www.nuigalway.ie/
human_rights/

collecting and analyzing human rights indicators, including gender-
specific indicators and follow up on individual cases and issues
with authorities. Our team develops and implements human rights
training programmes and promotes human rights mainstreaming
into various social and political policies at local level.
We emphasise the integration of gender perspectives, with specific
attention to issues related to women and girls, within all assigned
human rights activities. | owe a debt of gratitude to the Irish Centre
for Human Rights, and in particular, my mentor, Professor Murphy.”

main TV channel regarding children’s rights. | published in interna-
tional journals on children’s rights in general and to Sudan in par-
ticular. | have also contributed to and participated in various locally
organized and international academic events concerned with hu-
man rights in general and children’s rights in particular.

| graduated from the ICHR’s doctoral programme in 2010 and
gained lots of experience and knowledge from my years at the Irish
Centre for Human Rights. For instance, participating in the PhD
seminars provided an excellent opportunity for me to represent the
experiences of people coming from different backgrounds. My study
at the Irish Centre has stimulated my passion for studying and ad-
vocating human rights. The PhD has consolidated my critical think-
ing and intellectual rigour, which | try to implement in my daily aca-
demic roles.

The tireless mentoring and discussions with my supervisor Profes-
sor William Schabas have broadened my research skills and em-
powered me to further my future career. | have learned a lot from
him.”

Yvonne McDermott successfully defended her
doctoral thesis entitled “The Right to a Fair Trial in

International Criminal Law.” L to R: Dr Noelle
Higgins, Yvonne, Prof Andrew Ashworth, Prof Ray
Murphy & Prof William Schabas
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS



http://www.e-ir.info/2013/04/04/the-rootedness-of-inequality/
http://www.e-ir.info/2013/04/04/the-rootedness-of-inequality/
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